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bers and of all transactions and proceedings. The offices of the
subaJc leaders are unrewarded, except, as in the case of other
societies, for certain privileges such as extra shares of water and
a small percentage of the fines collected. Every man who owns
ricefields is compelled to join the subak and to carry out orders.
Members may be allowed to buy off their services, but they must
be present when important repairs are made, even though they
may pay others to do their share of the work.

Once a month, or of tener if necessary, a general meeting is held
in the little temple of the subak, a small shrine dedicated to the
agricultural deities, built out in the middle of the ricefields. At-
tendance is compulsory and an absentee who is not properly justi-
fied is fined. When the members have gathered, the headman
reads the roll, communicates the improvements and repairs to be
carried out, reports on the relations of the society with higher
officials1 and with other su bales, and accounts for money received
in fines and fees as well as what has been spent in materials, offer-
ings, and so forth. Important decisions are reached by majority
vote. When all business is settled, the headman adjourns the
meeting and an informal social gathering follows in which to-
bacco, sirih, and refreshments are served by appointed attendants.
If the subaJc is a prosperous one, there may even be a banquet.

Like other Balinese associations, the spirit of the subaJc is
essentially communal; all members abide by the same rules, each
one being allotted work in relation to the amount of water he
receives. Certain stipulations are made to prevent individuals
from holding more land than would be convenient to the com-
munity. A man who has more land than he can work is com-
pelled to share the produce with people appointed to help him.

RICE CULTURE

.Before any work is done in the ricefields, an expedition composed
of the fcliang, a priest (pemangJcu), and four or five subak mem-

i The various subaks of a district are under the control of an official, the sedahan,
a sort of minister of agriculture, now under a Government salary.